Masonic Youth Minutes

"It only takes a minute to present a good report on our
Masonic Youth to your Lodge.”

Published by the Pennsylvania Masonte Youth Foundation of the Grand Lodge of Pennsvivama

Over the last ten years the LifeSkills Conference has become a key component of
the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation’s mission to help the youth of today
mature into the citizens of tomorrow. This year, that mission continues as Lifeskills
will be held July 25 to 30, 2010, at the Masonic Conference Center at Patton Cam-
pus, in Elizabethtown, adjacent to the world-renowned Masonic Village at Eliza-
bethtown.

This active and exciting conference challenges attendees to develop leadership,
respect, relational skills and personal responsibility through a variety of creative
approaches and various media. The program will also include active discussions of
some of the toughest issues facing students today: drugs and alcohol, violence
and conflict resolution, teen sexuality, and others. Plus, what would a Lifeskills
Conference be without a day-trip to a high ropes course! By building on a suc-
cessful program, this year the conference promises to build lasting relationships
that help young people succeed!

Also, being held in conjunction with the Lifeskills program will be the LifeChangers
course, which builds on the LifeSkills principles of Respect, Responsibility, and
Relationships. Participants in this program will have the opportunity take a "deeper
look™ at how to build community in their peer groups and other organizations.

between the ages of 12 and 16 while
¢ f LifeChangers is for ages 17 to 21. Atten-
g B ? =7/ dees must be sponsored by a Masonic
/¢ Youth Group, a Masonic Lodge, or a Ma-
'sonic relative. Registration priority will be
given to registrants with Pennsylvania
Masonic sponsorship. The cost for a first
time attendee is $250, and a second time
attendee is $400 for each program. If you
would like an application, please contact
the PMYF Offices and we’ll be sure to get
one to you! You don’t want to miss out on
this fabulous program!
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“Renaissance Man (n): A man who has broad intellectual interests and is
accomplished in areas of both the arts and the sciences.”

So what does being a Renaissance Man have to do with youth? Silly ques-
tion! What doesn't it have to do with youth! It is often said that one has to
teach to truly learn, and many scholars propose that one of the quickest
ways to learn new material is to explain it to others. With this in mind it is
obvious that the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Groups could benefit from _.
our Masonic Renaissance, and you as a Renaissance Man, can make that

happen! '

The Grand Master has encouraged all Pennsylvania Masons to take an ex-
tra minute or two out of their day for a random act of kindness to help our
fellow man. How about taking this extra minute to provide a little bit of in-
sight to our Masonic Youth? Perhaps little Billy would be interested to know
why one guy is wearing a top hat? Or maybe you take an extra minute to explain to an Honored
Queen why a Lodge Room is set up in a particular fashion. These thoughts, and many more, will go
a long way to connecting you to our youth, making you a Renaissance Man for today, and providing
them the tools to be the Renaissance of tomorrow.

Last year the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation started a new program designed to bring to-
gether the Adult Leaders of the Masonic Youth Groups so they could discuss mutual concerns, high
light best practices, and join with them in the common cause of teaching youth Masonic values. This
program was so successful, and the demand so high, that the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Founda-
tion just had to do it again!

This year, the Adult Leader Weekend will held April 23 to 25 at Patton Campus in Elizabethtown.
Much like last year, this event will include several workshops and discussion periods where Adult
Leaders can learn and discuss pertinent issues. Due to
popular demand, Mrs. Deb McCoy will be returning to
speak, this time providing information on Internet and So-
cial Networking Safety. Other topics will include diversity,
coaching, marketing, dealing with parents, and a healthy
dose of fun and interactive exercises.

But wait, there’s more! This year the program will include
Saturday evening dinner and entertainment, and to give
the volunteers some much needed relaxation and fun time!
Registration is limited to two adults per local youth group
until April 1st, then it is open to all who want to attend.
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# ./$ 0/0 Article by Sarah Stains
The 1% Annual Miss Job’s Daughter Scholarship Pageant was held 40 years $
ago in 1970. The purpose of this pageant lies in the title of the event. While % +

the Grand Guardian Council uses this event to select the “spokeswomen” for
the organization, the reason for starting the pageant was, and still is, to gen-
erate funds for scholarships.

Each year, the Grand Guardian Council awards scholarships to deserving Members and Majority
Members of Pennsylvania Job’s Daughters using the proceeds from the Miss Job’s Daughter Schol-
arship Pageant. These funds are generated by donations to the event, Contestant Sponsorships,
and ticket sales. Last year, the Grand Guardian Council awarded 21 scholarships, totaling $14,800.

This year, the 40™ Anniversary Miss Job’s Daughter Scholarship Pageant will be held April 10, 2010
at 7:30 pm in the Brossman Ballroom at the Masonic Village at Elizabethtown. Tickets can be pur-
chased as the door or in advance for $7.00. For more information, please contact Sarah Stains,
Pageant Chairwoman at (717) 514-9106.
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./ Article by Helen Snedden

PA Rainbow is on the move. We are growing by adding many new members and new assemblies
around the state as well as some new Pledge Groups, and we are looking to add more!

Ohio Valley No. 157 is one of the assemblies that recognized the need to increase membership.
The Advisory Board held an Open House to share information about Rainbow with the community
and various fraternal bodies. Through the Open House event, Ohio Valley was able to start their
Pledge Group — Lilies of the Valley. At their first Initiation, four girls joined with more than 50 people
in attendance. Pledge Groups are one way to keep assemblies alive and gives them a new purpose
to grow stronger.

Pledge girls are between the ages of six to ten years old. Pledges have lots of fun and get to help
plan for parties and events, make crafts, decorate cupcakes and make their neighborhood a better
place. Each Pledge Group has a Pledge Mother to be the advisor and a Pledge Sister who runs the
meetings. The meetings are about 15 minutes, which are then followed by craft and snack time.

There are currently eight Pledge Groups in Pennsylvania with at least two more starting in the near
future. Pledge information can be found on our website: parainbowgirls.org or by asking Mrs. Helen
Snedden at Hsnedden@aol.com or 412-953-9455.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE PA MASONIC YOUTH FOUNDATIO N
The Mission of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation is to lead the Masonic Fraternity in providing services on behalf of
young people , and training for adults who work for the betterment of youth.

To accomplish this Mission, the Foundation will enhance the programs of the Masonic Youth Groups , support initiatives to keep
children safe from violence, abuse and exploitation, and provide specialized education for adults who offer leadership to youth in
the Commonwealth.
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On December 28th, 2009, Grand Master Thomas K. Sturgeon announced during his inaugural ad-
dress that the Grand Lodge will be raising dues by fifty cents per member each year. This money
is earmarked to go to the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation for distribution to the Masonic
Youth Groups, to aid in their missions to provide young people with life lessons, leadership oppor-
tunities, and moral teachings.

Following this announcement, the Board of Directors of the PA Masonic
Youth Foundation met to discuss possible uses for this money that would
have the greatest impact on the three Masonic Youth Groups (the Order of
DeMolay, the Order of the Rainbow for Girls, and the Order of Job’s
Daughters.) Following these discussions the Board came up a number of
options including a youth congress, a joint convention, upgrades to admin-
istrative services, and many more.

These ideas will be investigated and a full report given to the Board of Di-
rectors at their meeting in April. Pennsylvania Masonry has once again
shown its generosity to the Masonic Youth Groups, and they are certainly
thankful for it!
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In recent years Pennsylvania DeMolay has taken the idea of being a youth-lead organization to
heart. While PA DeMolay has an elected corps of State Officers, they were oft times so busy with
supporting the Chapters of the Commonwealth that it was difficult for them to participate in the
planning of some major events on the DeMolay calendar. This is where the Youth Directors of
Pennsylvania DeMolay come in! PA DeMolay has two young men serving in the role of Youth Di-
rector:

Jacob Palo of Erie Chapter will be serving as Youth Director of the Key Man Confer-
ence for 2010. This marks the 25th Anniversary of this event and Jake is already hard
at work making it the best conference it can be. Jake is a Past State Master Councilor
and attends Penn State Beherend in Erie, PA.

Chad Reichard of George Washington Chapter is manning the helm as Youth Direc-
tor of Pennsylvania DeMolay Convention for 2010. Held in Cranberry this year, Con-
vention is the annual meeting of the Chapters of Pennsylvania DeMolay. Chad attends
American University in Washington D.C., and will also be taking on the duty of Juris-
dictional Master Councilor for Nation’s Capital DeMolay.
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